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December 15, 2011

TO:  YOUTH/CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS AND ROSTERED MINISTERS

Blessings in this Advent Season of hope and preparation! Preparations are also well under way for the MNO Synod February Youth Gathering, February 18-20, 2012 to be hosted at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Steinbach.  In the interest of being good stewards of creation, this information is coming to you in electronic format. Included as separate attachments are:
· A poster highlighting the theme

· Registration forms for participants and leaders (photocopy as needed)
· An information page for participants/parents (photocopy as needed)
We invite you to make this information available to youth and parents via email and by word of mouth at your services and youth events. 
ABOUT THE THEME




Reboot your faith: a spiritual boot camp  - Rebooting our computer is at least a daily exercise, which helps it to function to its potential. How about our faith? What spiritual practices can help us reboot our faith, so that we can more fully live into our potential as God’s faith-filled people?  Our National Bishop, Susan Johnson, along with various presenters will help us “learn and exercise” spiritual practices in a boot camp/workshop format. Exercise will also be physical, as we have rented the entire Steinbach Aquatic Centre (www.steinbach.ca) for this retreat.  It’s also a great opportunity to meet or reacquaint with friends and build relationships and excitement for the CLAY Gathering in Saskatoon next summer.
WHAT ARE WE ASKING YOU TO DO?
· Promote this among your youth (Grade 7-12) and parents 
· Make available to youth and parents the poster (print it if that is helpful), the information page, and the registration form via email.  These can also be downloaded from the Synod website (www.mnosynod.org)
· SECURE LEADERS. A leader MUST register/attend with your youth. Leaders are expected to participate fully in the retreat activities, beginning with a brief orientation for leaders on Saturday afternoon upon arrival. The Synod abides by the ELCIC Policy for the Protection of Children, Youth and other Vulnerable People. This means that you need to send a male leader for male youth (ratio of 1 for up to 8 youth) and a female leader for female youth (same ratio). To assist in making this happen, congregations are invited to coordinate with each other, or through Larry Ulrich at the Synod office (lulrich@elcic.ca). Junior leaders from a congregation (age 19-20) are permitted in order to fill the male/female quota of leadership, as long as at least one leader from each congregation is 21 or over. All leaders are required to have a current Police Records Check (within the last two years).  Photocopy and send along with registration forms.
· Arrange for transportation to and from the retreat with arrival at St. Paul’s Lutheran, 465 Henry St., Steinbach on Saturday at 12 noon and to be picked up at St. Paul’s, Steinbach on Monday at 12 noon. 
·  Gather registration forms (on or before February 5). Email Debbie Beyer (dbeyer@elcic.ca) with your numbers on February 6 and send/drop off completed forms (all registration fees included) to: 







Debbie Beyer, Registrar 

            



MNO Synod,  201-3657 Roblin Blvd.



 



Winnipeg, MB   R3R 0E2
Thank you for assisting the Synod Youth Ministry Committee in promoting this event in your congregation, thereby helping to make youth ministry a continuing priority of this Synod. For more information, don’t hesitate to call Larry Ulrich, Assistant to the Bishop for Youth Ministry (889-3760) (email lulrich@elcic.ca )
